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Overview

• 58th SMA Council (2017/2018)

• Membership

• Education and Training

• Publications

• SMA Charity Fund

• Key Engagement in 2016

• Media Exposure



32nd CMAAO General Assembly and 53rd Council Meeting,  13 – 15 September 2017, Tokyo, Japan

58th SMA Council
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58th SMA Council (2017/2018)

President : Dr Wong Tien Hua

1st Vice President : Dr Tan Tze Lee

2nd Vice President : Adj Prof Tan Sze Wee

Honorary Secretary : Dr Lim Kheng Choon

Assistant Honorary Secretary: Dr Anantham Devanand

Honorary Treasurer : Dr Loo Kai Guo Benny

Assistant Honorary Treasurer: Dr Ng Chee Kwan

Members: Dr Tammy Chan

A/Prof Chin Jing Jih

Dr Chong Yeh Woei

Dr Daniel Lee Hsien Chieh

Dr Lee Pheng Soon

Dr Lee Yik Voon

Dr Noorul Fatha As’art

A/Prof Nigel Tan Choon Kiat

Dr Charles Tan Tze Kuang

Dr Tan Yia Swam

Dr Toh Choon Lai

Dr Wong Chiang Yin

Dr Bertha Woon Yng Yng
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Membership
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Membership 2016

• Our members are the heart of our work.

• Teaming up with members, for members

• conversation with medical student leaders from 3 medical schools to 
build stronger bonds among student bodies.

• Quarterly meetings with DIT committee – avenue for information sharing 
and a macro view of the current medical training across the three 
sponsoring institutes.

• Provide value

• Providing tangible and exclusive discounts to enhance members’ 
professional and personal lives

• Partnering with organisations to secure attractive deals for products 
relevant to member’s professional work (stethoscope trade-in exercise)
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SMA and Medical Student 
Leaders
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Medical Schools Introduction
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Education and 
Training
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SMA Centre for Medical Ethics 
and Professionalism (SMA CMEP)

• Medical Ethics, Professionalism and Health Law Course

• 2½ day mandatory course for exit certification for advanced 
specialist trainees, family medicine trainees and residents

• Increase from 5 to 6 sessions per year

• Introductory Course in Health Law

• Series of seminars that covered the basic concept of health law

• Core Concepts in Medical Professionalism

• Train-the-trainers programme that allow participants to gain a 
deeper understanding of important concepts in professionalism.
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Education and Training

• Medical Expert Witness Training
• A joint collaboration with SMA(CMEP), AMS, LSS, SAL and the State 

Courts

• 2 day course consisting of 1 day seminar, medical report writing 
and 1 day roleplay in court

• Training Faculty consists of doctors, lawyers and judges



32nd CMAAO General Assembly and 53rd Council Meeting,  13 – 15 September 2017, Tokyo, Japan

Education and Training

• SMA Clinic Assistant Train and Place Programme
• created to train predominantly unemployed members of the 

public who are interested in working in healthcare clinics.

• 4 day skills course – 90% government funded

• Job placement portal for SMA members
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Education and Training

• SMA Lecture 2016

• Prof Sir Sabaratnam Arulkumaran (Professor Emeritus of 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology at St George’s, University of 
London) delivered the lecture on Health and Human 
Rights.
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Publications
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Publications –
Singapore Medical Journal (SMJ)

• Highlights of 2016

• 446 manuscripts received from 27 countries

• Manuscript acceptance at around 40%

• 146 articles were published

• 12,167 submissions were received for the 24 
monthly CME questionnaires

• SMJ website was upgraded in July 2016 to 
enhance mobile responsiveness, search 
functions and web navigation.
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SMA Charity Fund
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SMA Charity Fund

• Highlights in 2016

• Empowering a dream – Providing financial assistance

• An increase of 26% of financial bursaries

• Providing equal learning opportunities – Supporting learning 
exposure

• SMACF provides partial financial grants for needy medical 
students pursuing medical degree in Singapore.

• This grant aims to provide students the opportunity to gain 
international exposure and experience in the field of 
medicine through involvement in international medical 
conferences or approved elective programmes.
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SMA Charity Fund

• Nurturing a caring profession – Recognising volunteerism
• 700 volunteers came together for local community projects, 

from public health screening to working with palliative patients 
and migrant workers, clocking more than 5,000 hours 
altogether. 

• Acknowledging the builders of the future medical 
profession – Recognising mentorship
• The Wong Hock Boon SMACF Outstanding Mentor Award was 

started in 2012 to recognise the works of mentors and to let 
medical students show their gratitude to their mentors for their 
guidance. 

• In 2016, a total of ten awards were given out.



32nd CMAAO General Assembly and 53rd Council Meeting,  13 – 15 September 2017, Tokyo, Japan

Student volunteers -Public 
Health Screening
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Freshmen Orientation Camp 
Community Involvement Program

The intent of the program is to 
provide the M1s a glimpse into their 
future career, and more 
importantly, to educate them that 
medicine is a profession targeted at 
serving the community with not just 
the skills but also the heart to 
serve.
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SMA Charity Fund

• Future plans
• Ensure financial resources go to the targeted recipients

• Build a financially stable model by FY2020

• Promote good mentoring relationships

• Provide sponsorship for medical conferences and elective 
postings

• Develop a donor management plan

• Encourage volunteerism amongst the profession



32nd CMAAO General Assembly and 53rd Council Meeting,  13 – 15 September 2017, Tokyo, Japan

SMA’s Key 
Engagement in 2016
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Representation and Advocacy

• Singapore Medical Council (SMC) Ethical Code and Ethical Guidelines 
(ECEG)

• New updated ECEG launched in 2016 

• Several of SMA’s recommendations were taken into consideration, 
including our feedback that the ECEG should be made more concise.

• Managed Care

• Managed Care survey publish in May 2016.

• Medical Indemnity
• Changes in landscape with MPS (UK) losing market share of public sector doctors

• Members were concerned about their indemnity coverage if they leave the 
public sector. SMA directed the concerns to MOHH and met separately with MPS 
and NTUC Income to surface member feedback to gain a better understanding of 
the issues faced by indemnity providers.
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Representation and Advocacy

• Ministry of Health
• Regular meetings and contact on several issues, including medical 

manpower, SMC ECEG and managed care.

• Health Products Act (HPA)
• Met up with HSA to discuss the transition of regulatory control of 

pharmaceutical products in the Medicines Act to the control of 
therapeutic products in the HPA and highlighted various concerns.

• Health Insurance Task Force (HITF)
• HITF was formed in Feb 2016 to recommend measures to bring 

about a moderation in the escalation of health insurance premiums 
in Singapore.
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Representation and Advocacy

• Doctors-in-Training (DIT)

• SMA’s DIT committee highlighted to the Advisory 
Council on Community Relations in Defence that 
some trainees were unable to complete their 
residency training with the stipulated time frame, as 
they were fulfilling their National Service 
obligations; thus completion of traineeship may be 
delayed, potentially jeopardizing their career 
prospects.
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Media Exposure
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Media Exposure

• 11 JANUARY 2016
• Mediation to play bigger role in medical lawsuits: CJ Menon [TODAY]

• 4 JUNE 2016
• Government to review ‘Advance Medical Directive’ policies [Channel 

8 TV News]

• 10 JUNE 2016
• Doctors cry foul over ‘unfair’ practice of third-party agents [TODAY]

• 25 JULY 2016
• Taking care of cancer patients ‘more stressful than in West’ [The 

Straits Times]

• 14-15 SEPTEMBER 2016
• Revision of the SMC Ethical Code and Ethical Guidelines [Channel 

NewsAsia, The Business Times, TODAY]
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Media Exposure

• 6 OCTOBER 2016
• Private surgeons’ fees to be publicised [TODAY]

• 10 OCTOBER 2016
• IRAS recovers S$1.8b from tax cheats in past five years [TODAY]

• 13 OCTOBER 2016
• The Health Insurance Task Force [The Business Times, The Straits 

Times]

• 4 NOVEMBER 2016
• Medicine, technology to the fore at Singapore Medical Week next year 

[TODAY, Lianhe Zaobao]

• 13-14 DECEMBER 2016
• Doctors barred from paying percentage of fees to 3rd-party agents 

[TODAY, Channel NewsAsia, Channel 8 TV News, CNA Singapore Tonight]
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Thank You


