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Update of local situation 
As of 16/9/2020

Data: Centre for Health Protection (CHP), Department of Health (DH)

Confirmed/Probable Discharged Hospitalized Critical Death

4,976 4,646 197 18 102



3rd wave
2nd Wave

1st Wave

Source : CHP

A Brief timeline of local condition
Important dates:

22/1 1st positive case in Hong Kong
( a 39-year-old man who arrived in Hong Kong from China).

25/1 Hong Kong government declared the outbreak as an "emergency".

25/3 � the closure of its border to all incoming non-residents arriving 
from overseas. Transiting through Hong Kong was also no 
longer allowed. 

� all returning residents were subject to compulsory quarantine 
for 14 days. 

� Returning residents from high-risk countries were required to 
go through enhanced screening procedures and submit a saliva 
sample for testing

5/7 A cook in a local restaurant is confirmed positive, breaking the 21-
day streak of no confirmed local cases. 

Start of Hong Kong's third "wave" with COVID-19

1/9 Launching of the Universal Community Testing Programme
(UCTP)



Outline

1. Hong Kong Government Response to Covid-19 
pandemic

2. The HKMA’s commitment 



Government’s measures in response to 
the outbreak
� Social Distancing

� Setting up of quarantine centres

� Setting up of community treatment facilities at 
AsiaWorld-Expo

� Early Testing and Detection

� Universal Community Testing Programme (UCTP)

� Setting up of designated website to provide updated 
information



Social Distancing
• Mandatory Masking in all public places and transport are in place take 

effect on 23 July 2020

• Prohibition on Group Gathering take effect on 29 March 2020 
The Government is constantly reviewing the restrictions

• For Catering business

- ensure there is a distance of at least 1.5 metres or partition(s)

• Suspension of school since Jan 2020.

• Closure of bathhouses, all places of public entertainment, including 
theme parks and exhibition venues, party rooms, clubs or nightclubs, 
karaoke establishments and swimming pools.

• Encourage special arrangement i.e. work from home 



Setting up of quarantine centres
• Use of campsites and unoccupied public housing 

• Use for accommodate people who are close contacts of confirmed cases, 
but without compatible symptoms for compulsory quarantine. 

Chun Yeung Estate, providing 3 121 units

(Some of the facilities are no longer used)

Lei Yue Mun Park and Holiday Village in Chai Wan

(including the constructed units at basketball court 
and football field), providing 379 units  ( still in use)



Quarantine Centres 
• As of 9:00am on 15 September 2020, the occupancy of the currently 

operating quarantine centres are tabulated as follows:

Source : CHP



Community treatment facilities at 
AsiaWorld-Expo
• Operated by The Hospital Authority and providing 500 

beds.

• admitting COVID-19 confirmed patients, aged 18 to 
60 and with clinically suitable condition from August 1
onwards.

• The facility used for triage patients and allow public 
hospitals to focus on caring the more severe patients.

• Relatively young patients with mild symptoms and 
able to live independently are admitted to this facility.

• The HA hopes that the establishment of community 
treatment facilities can shorten the admission waiting 
time for newly confirmed patients. 



Early Testing and Detection
COVID-19 Testing Service for Designated High-risk Groups

• 18 groups of persons, including high risks occupations, people living in specific areas and with 
special characteristics could enroll in the scheme.

• For example: Taxi and Public Light Bus Drivers , Catering Premises with Seating Areas ,
Frontline Property Management  andCOVID-19 Community Testing Scheme in Tsz Wan Shan

Enhanced Laboratory Surveillance for COVID-19 

• People presenting with fever or mild respiratory symptoms could approach their family doctors 
for referral for COVID-19 tests.  They could collect deep throat saliva specimens at home by 
themselves and send to any one of the 13 collection clinics of the Department of Health or the 18 
GOPCs of Hospital Authority. 

If the test result is positive:

• If a sample tests positive, the DH will arrange for admission to a public hospital for treatment. 
Quarantine will be arranged for close contacts while medical surveillance will be arranged for 
other contacts. In general, household members will stay in the same unit in a quarantine centre, 
depending on availability of units and size and composition of the family. Quarantine centres will 
provide the confinees with meals and basic daily personal necessities. You can bring own 
personal necessities, such as clothes and daily medications.



Universal Community Testing Programme
(UCTP) 

• Aims:

To better gauge the COVID-19 infection situation in Hong Kong and find asymptomatic patients 

as early as possible to achieve early identification, early isolation and early treatment, and to cut 

the virus transmission chain in the community.

• Participation:

Participation in the UCTP is voluntary. Other than some who are not suitable for testing, all 

Hong Kong residents without symptoms can receive a one-off COVID-19 test for free.

• Period: 

The scheme commenced on 1st September and ended on 14th September 2020.



UCTP
• Method:

Citizens are welcome to visit any of the Community Testing Centres, where their combined nasal and 
throat swabs will be collected by staff with medical and healthcare training.

• Targets
All Hong Kong residents (including permanent and non-permanent residents) who are holders of valid 
Hong Kong identity cards (HKID) or birth certificates can participate in the UCTP on a voluntary basis.
Note: Children below 6 years old and people who have undergone throat or nasal operations are not 
suitable for participating in the UCTP.

• Two steps of testing
1. Book online
2. Go to collect specimens

• Test result
Participants will be notified of a negative result by SMS in around 3 days.
Those who test positive will receive calls from the Department of Health to arrange for isolation and 
treatment in a public hospital.

Participation rate : 1.7 millions have participated in the UCTP

Numbers of Participant that test positive: 42



Setting up of designated website to 
provide updated information
Website: 
https://www.coronavirus.gov.hk/
eng/index.html

• Providing updates of local 
conditions & regulation related 
to Covid-19

• Uploading Useful educational 
material regarding Covid-19



Setting up of designated website to 
provide updated information
An interactive dash board with updates of patient condition and area which they 
visited is published on the website 



The HKMA’s commitment 
• Meeting with different parties regarding Covid-19

• Publishing Press Release and organizing Press Conference on Covid-19 to 
advice the government and the public

• Organizing Continue Medical Education lectures on Covid-19 to keep 
doctors updated

• Sourcing donation of PPE for doctors / selling of PPE at cost 

• Allocating the mask to the needy and producing educational materials to 
educate the public 



Meeting with different parties regarding 
Covid-19
• Meeting with Hospital Authority on 7 August

- To discuss possible initiatives with the HA during Covid-19 
pandemic

• The HKMA Advisory Committee on Communicable Diseases 

- The Committee has convened a meeting on 11th Aug 2020 to 
discuss Covid-19 related issues with Infectious Disease 
Experts and Dr. WONG Ka Hing, Controller, Centre for Health 
Protection



Press Conferences / Press Releases

Date Press Conference / Press Releases

23/1/2020 Control Recommendations on Novel Coronavirus Infection

28/1/2020 Latest Development of Novel Coronavirus

6/2/2020 Mask Supply for the Medical Profession

16/2/2020 Immediate Evacuation of Hong Kong Passengers From Diamond Princess

20/2/2020 Your Protection Against COVID-19

25/3/2020 Stand Together, Stay Apart, United We Fight COVID-19

28/5/2020 Stay Vigilant against COVID-19

3/6/2020 Concerns over increase in community cases / Listing of COVID-19 as Occupational Disease

23/7/2020 Combating the 3rd wave of COVID-19

27/8/2020 The HKMA Advices on COVID-19 and the “Universal Community Testing Programme” 



Press Conference on Covid-19 to advise 
the government and the public

6/2/2020
Mask Supply for the Medical Profession

27/8/2020
The HKMA Advices on COVID-19 and the 

“Universal Community Testing Programme” 



Examples of HKMA Press Releases on Covid-19



Interview by the media
• The HKMA Council Members and Co-chairpersons of the HKMA Advisory 

Committee on Communicable Diseases are interviewed by various media

Dr. LEUNG Chi Chiu, our past chairperson of HKMA 
Advisory Committee on Communicable Diseases 
was interviewed by CGTN on 4th April 2020

Dr. TSANG Kay Yan, our co-chairperson of HKMA
Advisory Committee on Communicable Diseases
was interviewed by RTHK on 25th Aug 2020
regarding Covid-19



Organizing Continue Medical Education 
lectures on Covid-19 to keep doctors updated

Date Topic Speaker
28 February 2020 Update in COVID-19 Dr. Wilson LAM

28 April 2020 Streptococcus Pneumoniae & COVID-

19

Dr. WONG Tin Yau

18 June 2020 COVID-19 & Cardiovascular Diseases Dr. CHAN Kit

30 June 2020 Managing heart failure patients during 

the COVID-19 period

Dr. Adrian CHEONG

1 August 2020 Sexuality in COVID-19 Era Prof. Emmanuele A. Jannini

13 August 2020 Updates on Management of ADHD in 

Adolescent and Adult during COVID-19 
Pandemic

Dr. WONG Yu Ming, Sharon

10 September 2020 Usual Care and Special Care of Asthma 

in the Era of COVID-19

Dr. KWONG Kwok Chu

• The lectures are 
accredited 

• Online Live 
Lecture with Q&A 
session



Sourcing & donation of PPE for doctors / 
selling of PPE at cost 
The HKMA has been sourcing PPE for doctors  (free of charge or 
sales at cost)



Allocating the mask to the needy and 
producing educational materials to 
educate the public 
� http://www.hkma.org/communityhealthacademy/indexc.htm

The HKMA has its  Community Service Committee and the 

Committee has organized different programs (face-to-face 

when allowed; via online platform  to continually support the 

elderly during the Covid-19 Pandemic.



Allocating the mask to the needy and 
producing educational materials to educate 
the public 

• Distribution of sanitary set

• Shooting of educational video to teach the elderly on proper hygiene

YouTube series: “Three ways of Preventing the epidemic”

i) How to mask properly
https://youtu.be/b_gsupyNQYw

ii) How to use soap to wash your hand
https://youtu.be/x2zzuNisX_w
https://youtu.be/OXch2QJLxb4

iii) How to use hand sanitizer?
https://youtu.be/_iqFeZuEyiA



Sharing



Song Production《疫境同行》 to Support 
Medical Profession and Community

• The Law Society of Hong Kong has initiated the song production in April 2020, 
hoping to promote love and caring through music and cheer for the Hong Kong 
society as well as frontline healthcare personnel. The Hong Kong Medical 
Association has joined hands with other professional societies in producing the song.



Sharing: 蓋世寶 / 陳以誠 —— 擊退病毒

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3L2APRwKmTQ

Dr. CHAN Yee Shing, Alvin has collaborated with a TV star Ms. LuLu, KAI Sai Po to 
sing a Children Song “ Combating the virus” to encourage the public when 
combating Covid-19 pandemic. 


