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COVID-19 Vaccination Programme
HK Government implements a territory-wide COVID-19 Vaccination Programme (the
“Programme”) free of charge for all HK residents.

Venues:

�Community Vaccination Centres (CVC)
• The Government sets up CVCs in various districts in Hong Kong providing vaccination service to the

public, including BioNTech vaccine for persons aged 12 or above and Sinovac vaccine for persons
aged 6 months or above.

�Private Clinic COVID-19 Vaccination Stations (PCVSs)
• Starting from 1 September 2022, PCVSs provide BioNTech vaccine for persons aged 12 or above

and Sinovac vaccine for persons aged 6 months or above.

�Children Community Vaccination Centres (CCVC)
• The Government sets up CCVCs for children aged 5 to 11 to receive BioNTech vaccine. Apart from

the CCVCs, children aged 5 to 11 cannot receive BioNTech vaccine at other venues.



COVID-19 Vaccination Programme (Cont’d)
�Designated general outpatient clinics (GOPCs) of the Hospital Authority

�Designated clinics of the Department of Health (DH)

�Designated private clinics
• Members of the public can choose a private doctor or clinic under the Vaccination Programme,

and make an appointment for Sinovac vaccination or BioNTech vaccination directly with the
private doctor or clinic. Thousands of private doctors have joined the programme.

�Residential care homes and nursing homes
• Outreach vaccination service or vaccination by visiting medical officers to be provided.

�Hospital COVID-19 Vaccination Stations
• COVID-19 Vaccination Stations have been set up in several public hospitals to enable patients

visiting the hospital for follow-up appointments and visitors.

�Outreach vaccination service



https://www.covidvaccine.gov.hk/zh-HK/

Vaccination Programme 
(Cont’d)
�Children and Infants
� The minimum age for receiving the Sinovac vaccine has

been lowered to 6 months from August 4, 2022

� The minimum age for receiving the BioNTech vaccine has
been lowered to 5 years-old from February 26, 2022

�Elderly
� Persons aged 60 or above who have received three doses

of the Sinovac vaccine or the BioNTech vaccine may
receive the fourth vaccine dose at least three months
after their last dose from April 8, 2022

� Individuals aged 50 years or above are recommended to
receive four doses of COVID-19 vaccine. They are
recommended to:

• Receive the third dose as soon as 90 days after the second dose

• Receive the fourth dose at least 90 days after the third dose

Source: https://www.covidvaccine.gov.hk/zh-HK/



Home Vaccination Service
The Home Vaccination Service is open for online and phone registration starting
from April 19, 2022

Members of the public can register for the free door-to-door Sinovac vaccination
service via the Home Vaccination Service website or the enquiry hotline. The
Service was launched on April 26, 2022.

Requirements to use the Service:

�Elderly aged 70 or above

�Persons with impaired mobility due to illness or physical disability incapable of
going out to receive vaccination

�Have not received any COVID-19 vaccines



Vaccination Coverage (as of 1 Sep 2022)

Source: https://www.covidvaccine.gov.hk/en/dashboard



Vaccination Coverage (as of 1 Sep 2022)

Population with 2nd vaccine dose (source: https://www.covidvaccine.gov.hk/en/dashboard)



Vaccination Coverage (as of 1 Sep 2022)

Population with 3rd vaccine dose (source: https://www.covidvaccine.gov.hk/en/dashboard)
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Vaccine Pass
Starting from 24 February
2022, all persons aged 12 or
above entering or remaining
on the following specified
premises including staff
involved in the operation of
the premises, are required to
be vaccinated according to
this schedule unless they are
exempted.

Source: 

https://www.coronavirus.gov.hk/pdf/vp_t1_ENG.pdf



Vaccine Pass (Cont’d)
By administrative orders, Vaccine Pass requirements are also applicable to some
other premises such as schools, universities, offices of the Government and
public organisations, public hospitals, residential care homes for the elderly
and residential care homes for persons with disabilities, etc. The coverage of
Vaccine Pass requirements of these premises may differ. For example, students
are not subject to Vaccine Pass requirements imposed by primary and secondary
schools.



Vaccine Pass and “Leave Home Safe” 
mobile app

Red Code and Amber Code is added into the Vaccine Pass to differentiate persons 
with higher risk of infection starting from August 9, 2022.

�Red Code
� Applicable to all confirmed cases

� Applicable to persons under home isolation and persons in community isolation facilities

� These persons are not allowed to leave the isolation location to avoid infecting others

� Persons under the category of Red Code are not allowed to enter all catering premises and 
scheduled premises regulated under the Prevention and Control of Disease (Requirements and 
Directions) (Business and Premises) Regulation (Cap. 599F) 

� Amber code
� Applicable to inbound persons from overseas places or Taiwan

� Persons under the category of Amber Code not allowed to enter such premises

in the capacity of a customer or visitor
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COVID-19 Oral Antivirals
A list of private doctors who have obtained COVID-19 oral drugs for prescription
has been published on a designated website in April, and relaxing the eligibility of
COVID-19 antiviral prescriptions in July.

�Private doctors must follow the treatment guidelines set out by the HA

�Doctors should not charge patients any fees for the COVID-19 oral drugs

Designated Clinics : patients can be present physically to seek medical and can be
prescribed with the antiviral drugs

Telemedicine Service: doctors will prescribe the medications and then send the
medicine to their home right away

Private Practitioners/ Private Hospitals: patients can be prescribed with the
antiviral drugs if appropriate



COVID-19 Oral Antivirals Prescriptions
Patients who can be prescribed with antivirals:

�18-59 years-old
• At high risk of medical illness

• Suffering from chronic illnesses

• Have symptoms of COVID-19 within five days and seek medical attention

• Don't have any contraindications to the antiviral drugs

�60 years-old or above
• All will be prescribed with antivirals if they have symptoms of COVID-19 within five days and 

seek medical attention

• Don't have any contraindications to the antiviral drugs
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Designated Clinics for 
COVID-19 Patients
Hospital Authority (HA) activates designated
clinics for confirmed cases of COVID-19 to help
provide symptomatic treatment for confirmed
patients in the community, especially the high
risk patients, who are presenting with relatively
mild symptoms of infection (e.g., fever, cough,
sore throat) requiring medical advice.

The healthcare staff of the designated clinics will
provide appropriate treatment according to the
patient's clinical condition, and will transfer the
patient to the hospitals for further treatment if
required



Designated Clinics for COVID-19 Patients 
(Cont’d)
�7 designated clinics for confirmed COVID-19 cases were activated in Feb 2022
in order to help provide diagnosis and treatment for the people with mild
symptoms of infection after being notified by the Department of Health on their
positive results and while awaiting hospital admission.

�Total of 23 designated clinics were activated in March 2022 in order to
strengthen community support for confirmed patients and implement a triage
system to prioritise services for patients in critical condition.

�HA now provides 7 designated clinics services and support for the confirmed
patients in the community (as of 1 Sep 2022).
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Quarantine Arrangements – Local Cases
�Home Quarantine

• Persons who reside in suitable dwelling places would be considered. For example, dwelling 
places suspected to have transmission, dwelling places without separate washroom/kitchen, 
subdivided units or very small areas are considered not suitable.

• Another overarching principle is that only those who have similar risk level should be 
confined at the same location at a material time.

• Physical conditions of individual contacts, including self-care ability, whether care by others is 
needed, pregnancy status, co-morbidities, etc.

�Designated Quarantine Facilities
• Persons who are not suitable to home quarantine will be sent to designated quarantine 

facilities.



Quarantine Arrangements –
Designated Quarantine Facilities

�The Government has set up quarantine centres which currently accommodate 

people who are close contacts of confirmed cases, but without compatible 

symptoms for compulsory quarantine.

�Asymptomatic patients who require no medical support but have to be isolated 

somewhere other than their household due to their care needs or household 

environment will be arranged to be admitted to community isolation facilities 

(CIFs) to reduce the risk of transmission.



Quarantine Arrangements –
Inbound Travellers
�Health Declaration System

• All inbound travellers are required to complete the
online Health & Quarantine Information Declaration of
the Department of Health (DH).

• All persons boarding flights to Hong Kong from
overseas places or Taiwan are required to submit the
form online in advance (as early as three days before
the day of arrival). After submitting the online form,
the system will generate a health declaration QR code.
The health declaration QR code is used for verification
by airlines for boarding.

Source: https://www.coronavirus.gov.hk/eng/inbound-travel.html



Quarantine Arrangements –
Inbound Travellers (Cont’d)
�Boarding requirement

• Negative result proof of a PCR-based nucleic acid test for COVID-19 within 48 hours (Only 
applicable to inbound persons aged 3 or above);

• Health declaration QR code (including declaration of vaccination record; and

• Confirmation of room reservation for 3 nights starting on the day of arrival at Hong Kong in a 
designated quarantine hotel (DQH)

�Quarantine requirement
• "3+4" model: Compulsory quarantine in DQH for three days, followed by medical 

surveillance at home for four days, with multiple tests during medical surveillance and the 
monitoring period thereafter.

• Amber Code restrictions under the Vaccine Pass will be applied during medical 
surveillance period, and they are not allowed to enter high-risk premises involving mask-off 
or group activities, as well as other premises requiring key protection.



Designated Transportation

Overseas:
� Anti-epidemic coaches with over 20 seats to provide transport services at fixed locations and

times for inbound persons who have tested positive for COVID-19 at the airport to a designated
Community Isolation Facilities (CIF) since March 30, 2022.

Local:

� Designated taxi fleet was set up to provide patients with free transport services between the
designated clinics and their residences from February 18, 2022

� Designated bus fleet was set up for transporting the relevant persons from their residences to
the designated CIF from February 21, 2022

� Drivers of the designated fleet must wear protective equipment, including protective face shields
(while not driving), masks and protective gowns, and fully disinfect the compartments every day
and perform a daily rapid antigen test before providing services
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Compulsory Testing Notice
Persons are subject to compulsory testing if they are:

�A visitor/resident of specified premises
• A considerable number of persons who have recently contracted the specified disease have

recently been present on the premises;

• A person who has recently contracted that disease and who has recently been present on the
premises is likely to have been in close proximity to a considerable number of other persons
on the premises;

�High risk groups or high exposure groups
• Including staff of quarantine centres / hotels / facilities and designated transport, airport

staff, staff of container terminals and shipping services, cold store practitioners, etc.

• Compulsory testing frequency is changed to once in every seven days



Compulsory Testing Notice (Cont’d)
�Direction issued by a registered medical practitioner

• The law has empowered registered medical practitioners to require, by a compulsory testing
direction, any person whom the medical practitioner attends to in the course of professional
practice and clinically suspects to have contracted COVID-19 to undergo a COVID-19 nucleic
acid test.

• Persons who receive a compulsory testing direction should undergo a test within two days
after the issue date of the written direction (the testing deadline).

�Persons arriving Hong Kong
• Undergo daily rapid antigen tests (RATs) until day 10;

• Undergo PCR-based nucleic acid tests on day 2, 4, 6 and 9.
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Coordination between public and private 
hospitals

�The Hospital Authority has timely adjusted its non-emergency and non-
essential medical services in response to the different stages of development of
the COVID-19 epidemic, including:
• Specifically referred its patients to private hospitals for treatment through the low-charge bed

mechanism established with two private hospitals and a new partnership programme with
private hospitals implemented to address the demand for hospital beds.

• Expanded the service scope of some of the Public-Private Partnership (PPP) programmes and
launched emergency PPP Programmes to deliver services such as orthopaedic surgery,
cystoscopy, gastroscopy and breast cancer surgery, so that affected patients can be treated as
early as possible.



Coordination from private sectors
�Tele-health Hub: about 50 private doctors or retired doctors participating in a locum
scheme take turns to provide services. The Hub to render support to confirmed COVID-
19 patients who are undergoing isolation in the community and to provide infection
control guidelines and tele-health advice for help seekers and their family.

�About 780 healthcare professionals have signed up to take part in various anti-
epidemic work, which includes providing medical support to community isolation
facilities, joining the HA's anti-epidemic team and assisting in speeding up COVID-19
vaccination

�The Government has commissioned the HA to undergo strategic purchasing with
private healthcare institutions in order to provide medical support for users at
community isolation facilities


