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Doctors are at the heart of AMA’s work Four key areas influence health policy to realise 
the best outcomes for doctors, patients and the 
community



Effective policy & advocacy





Professional conduct
Doctor-Patient Relationship
Medical professionalism
Bioethics
International

IMG/ Workforce
Incentives linked to MyMedicare
Team-based GP led care
Reform to standard GP consultation items
Chronic disease management reform
Single Employer Pilots
Preventative Health

Private Health Reforms
Improving the Ahpra process
Sensible MBS compliance
Public hospital resourcing
Interoperable digital health systems
Appropriately indexed MBS

Prevention
Vaping & Tobacco Reforms
Indigenous Health
Health & Climate
Custodial Health & Raising the Age
Women’s, Men’s & Children's Health
Rainbow Health

Ethics

Public Health

GP and Workplace

Medical Practice

POLICY AT THE 
AMA 





Strategic Engagement for Health Policy Impact
Tailoring Our Approach



Investment 
Response

Community 
Engagement

Campaign 
Launch

Workforce 

Budget 
Response

Election 
Campaign



$8.5 Billion
• Expanding GP bulk 

billing incentives
• Extra prevocational and 

specialist training places
• Improved employment 

conditions for GP 
trainees

(committed b/f election)

$644.3m 
Establishing 50 additional 
UCCs

$204.5m
Supporting 24/7 access to 
national helpline, including 
afterhours GP telehealth

$1.7 Billion
• NHRA one year top up

• Commitment to 
increase federal gov's 
share of public hospital 
funding to 45% of 
activity in next NHRA

• Lifting the existing 
6.5% cap on growth 
funding

(Committed b/f election)

$7 million
Increase non-GP 
specialist fee 
transparency (Medical 
Cost Finder website, 
including publication of 
private health insurer 
fee data)

$1 Billion
Mental health package to 
support Medicare Mental 
Health Centres, new and 
upgraded Headspace 
services, youth specialist 
care centres, and additional 
training places for mental 
health professionals and peer 
workers.

$573.3m
Supporting women's health

$784.6m
Lowering PBS copayment to 
$25

100 additional CSPs 
(2026)

150 additional CSPs per 
year by 2028

2025 Federal Election Outcome

House of Reps Senate





Continuing the You deserve 
more campaign

- Every State/Territory has planned or 
introduced pharmacist prescribing.

- Serious risk of missed diagnosis/ 
misdiagnosis of patients by 
pharmacists.

- Lack of governance.

- Autonomous prescriber benefits.

- Pharmacists lacking experience and 
clinical training.

- The expanded bulk billing will help to 
address affordability issues for some 
patients who don't currently qualify for 
bulk billing incentives.

- It is not a comprehensive solution to 
Australia's growing chronic disease 
burden and mental health.

- Modernise Medicare campaign 
proposes a new seven-tier rebate 
structure to support patients to spend 
more time with their GP as part of a 
comprehensive approach to care.

- The AMA will continue to advocate 
Modernise Medicare to government.

Improving team care in 
General Practice

-Team care within general practice can 
be improved by increasing the maximum 
number of allied health professionals 
covered under the WIP.

-Further investment to recognise how 
modern GP practices operate is urgent.

-Timely preventive and holistic care will 
reduce healthcare expenditure over the 
longer term. 

-Team care in general practice will 
reduce the fragmentation of care and 
improve efficient use of resources.

-Immunisation/ mental health/ referrals/ 
education/ follow-up/ navigation/ trust.



The AMA has urged 
states/territories to 

negotiate the next NHRA 
with the ambition to 

improve hospital 
performance and not 
stabilise the decline.

Ambulance ramping has 
slightly improved, but bed 

block remains.

The need for a new fit-for-
purpose agreement has 

never been greater — for 
both doctors and their 

patients.

The number of beds available for every 1,000 
Australians aged over 65 remains at the record 
low number of 14.3, less than half of the capacity 
in the early 1990s.

2025 AMA Public Hospital Report Card



Private 

Public 

Private Health 
System Authority

A fit for purpose 
independent umpire 

is critical

Vertical control of 
for-profit insurers is 
rapidly threatening 
private healthcare

In-patient care

A mini-summit is 
being held to 

address the rapid 
closures of private 
maternity wards

Mental health units 
are being closed 

quietly

Private Health CEO 
Forum

AMA has a seat at 
the table to drive 
positive reform

Healthscope 
liquidation

Since 2018, a total of 18 
private maternity 

units have shut down, 
with 13 of those 

closures occurring in 
just the past three years



Boosting Immunisation
Coverage

Rates of immunisation coverage 
has shown decline across all age 
groups and at-risk groups 
(Aboriginal & Torres Strait 
Islanders, disabled, elderly, 
CALD communities).

"Small area public 
health" (geographical pockets) 
are particularly at-risk to VPDs 
such as measles & whooping 
cough.

Releasing updated 
position statement

Reinforcing team-based care 
with general practice.

Have the conversation and 
understand the issues of not 
vaccinating.

Releasing updated research 
report

Declining rates, consumer 
insights, barriers.

Broad Mental Health 
Reform

Ongoing work with AMAs Mental 
Health Committee




